Gas disasters in just one week! June 4 - June 9, 2010
	Gas, Fluids Spew For Hours From Blown-Out Pa. Well 

HARRISBURG, Pa.— An out-of-control natural gas well in a remote area of Pennsylvania shot explosive gas and polluted water as high as 75 feet into the air before crews were able to tame it more than half a day later, officials said Friday.

The gas never caught fire and no injuries were reported, but state officials worried about an explosion before the well could be controlled. The well was brought under control just after noon Friday, about 16 hours after it started spewing gas and brine, said Elizabeth Ivers, a spokeswoman for driller EOG Resources Inc.

“The event at the well site could have been a catastrophic incident that endangered life and property,” Department of Environmental Protection Secretary John Hanger said in a statement. “This was not a minor accident, but a serious incident that will be fully investigated by this agency with the appropriate and necessary actions taken quickly.” (Centre Daily Times)


	Private Water Well in Dish, TX Contaminated after Hydraulic Fracturing
DISH, TX - Shortly after a natural gas well was fractured using the controversial technique of hydraulic fracturing, a private water well within a thousand feet of the natural gas well site began showing sedimentation. 

The water well owned by the Smith family shows levels of arsenic at 7.5 times the acceptable level for drinking water.  The water also contained lead at levels that were 21 times above the acceptable levels, and chromium at more that double the allowable limits.  Independent testing shows elevated levels of butanone, acetone, carbon disulfide, strontium, as well as heavy metals, all above safe drinking water standards.  The town is awaiting additional test results.”.  These results clearly show a correlation between the natural gas drilling process and water contamination, and this industry should no longer make claims that they have never contaminated a water source. (Press Release, Mayor of Dish, TX)

	7 Injured in W. Va. Gas Well Explosion
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — A crew drilling a natural gas well through an abandoned coal mine in West Virginia's Northern Panhandle hit a pocket of methane gas that ignited, triggering an explosion that burned seven workers, state and company officials said Monday. The blast created a column of flame that was initially at least 70 feet high, but the rig operator said the site was secure and the fire was about 40 feet high by late morning. (Pennlive.com)

But the latest explosion in West Virginia is the second in five days and is raising concerns. (KDKA / AP)

	Natural-gas explosion in Texas kills 2 in second such accident in 2 days

LUBBOCK, TEX. -- Two men were killed Tuesday by a natural-gas pipeline explosion in Texas, the second such incident in the state in two days. 

The blast near Darrouzett, in the northeast corner of the Panhandle, happened when a crew that was removing clay for a dirt-contracting company struck a pipeline, officials said. Three other men on the crew were injured. 
On Monday, a utility worker died in a similar blast near Dallas. In this incident, heat from the blast forced firefighters to stay about a half-mile away until the gas flow was shut off.(AP)

	
	


Ohio needs to learn from these disasters and institute better rules and regulations to keep the public safe.
In Ohio, all authority, including zoning, was removed in 2004, and concentrated solely within the state ODNR. Now, an oil or gas well can be located 150 feet from a home, school or hospital!  Similar to plans for the federal regulatory agency, Ohio should separate the permitting and revenue area from the safety and enforcement area of ODNR. And, ODNR should seek more protective rules, as the oil and gas industry is exempt from: The Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, Super-Fund Act, Right-to-Know Act, Toxic Release Inventory, and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.
Northeast Ohio Gas Accountability Project  www.neogap.org
